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The weather days provide

Steve and Todd Jones
otos by Keoki Flagg

o

the steepest mental terrain in the Chugach

Skiing in Valdez, Alaska, is completely and totally
weather-dependent. There are no trees to provide defini-
tion, and the helicopters can't Hy without clear weathen
Anvone who's been there knows that timing and patience
arc the name of the game. Week-long dream trips to the
Chugach have sent people home without having made a
-;'||1;_1t‘ turn. Like surfing Hawaii's North Shore, people
who venture up to the big state wait out long stints of
weather, hoping for the perfect day in some of the wildest
ski terrain in the world.

The dionam iime willl eat vou alive. Day alier day, voui desl with the & aom, vake-ip
calls, and then you go throgh the motions, pack yoir gear, load the nig, grab collee
and drive. From the town of Yalder 1o the top of Thompson Pass, where the heli
cispers are walthg, is n Wity d0emimite deve. Leaving toswn i the moming, the
clenad bevel howers proamad a hundred feet. The word from up the mad is tha it coukd
s Bremking. OF cowrse, vou ve heard the repodt a thowsaind thines belore, only o drive

up the moad med stare ot whide nothingness in all directbons, Yot the anticipation amd




dranik meose whiskey: B lais 5 warming effect and calms vou for the time being. Another

alwid, sinollser day, oneg miore chance o be o hero
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After a “'“Hﬂr #ﬂﬂﬂf!ﬁ' kEEp.E E‘ﬂ"-‘ﬂﬂ.ﬂ'fﬂl'ﬂfaﬂﬂ WAY-  ciually becomes a dutiful endeavor in and of itsell
ar, all color being sucked into the lingering clovds that ., b suface, vou relas on weather days, but this is
hang above. Boredom and homesickness set In. YoU . vighsskes poker game and nature i the deaber
drink more whiskey; it has a warming effect and calms o iruly afflicied have resilience and will wait end-
fn“ fﬂr ,!'h'a Iﬁm& _ﬁafﬂ' L dﬂﬂrhe_r Ehnr' ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ"ﬂ,ﬂr ﬂﬂr' ON@ lesshy for more flvable davs withowt once Hlinchdng
mare chance to be 3 hero. Bul for most, the tiempration to pull the cord is

strong. Evervone’s still alive, ond s sunmy and warm back home. With one shon
drive to the alrport, the sesson can be over. People crack on a dadly basis, poddiing
thear heli clvips Iof Rakl prce and flecing to Anchomge for o Hight back to chvilization
Bait when the weather stanis to blow out on Thompson Pass, the energy shifts. 15
the e nervoars nnilcipation of a swallen concert moh os the band Lakes the siage
arl sirikes o few preempiory noles belore laving mio a mmad set ol msie, The oloisds
k: the grav disopoenrs. You're suddenlky back in the Kingdod ol the skl gl M
aaieer hivw beng sou've been down, vou caonvinee voursell voua're ready, “WeTl st go

g and take 0 look oround. surf the holes io the cloads, window-shag, Yon ::.'u'|II|I i




urnwillimgness o mizs the smallest opportunity keeps vou alert and ready 1o gpo st all
i rrees
If [ get m day 15 1oessrow, [ can handle msoilics seven down ™ sald Kent Koehiler

10 mo one In particu s, Sisch retionolizstion = & meihedd af ICASSIance |I'\-|.'|j |..I T

ol the lang-time hell fisnkies swh sgpuat in Valdez every apring. It often comes out In
thie deeper end of 5 el ol donsn diass. Even thousgh vou're on the verpe of ripcard
i, AF v can just pet one 1y day ki, v Tl be re-hooked re-aarped, and recharged 10

sif oul another seven o pecd be. The sumber of endurable davs vou gel out of one [y

dny depends on how much down time vou've Tl Uiat sizamon. Seven down dovs, For

Oecasionally, down time can be welcomed, After & five- or 8 w-iday stint of hlue

skibes and endless howrs of skiiag. it can kee povou in the garme and give vou a mueh

necded rest. You walk the docks amd streets, surf the bars, and think You antic [t

the clewring—where 1o e, wins withy and what insanity will emssie. You drink w himkey

Wier o while, Valder juast heeps priting srover and graver, all color being sucked

Inta the lingering clowds that hang above. Boredom and hormcsickness ol in. Yo
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But when the weather starts to blow out on
Thompson Pass, the energy shifts. It's the same
nervous anticipation of a swollen concert mob as
the band takes the stage and strikes a few preemp-
tory notes before laying into 2 mad set of music.
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